Effect of Berenil on polyamine metabolism in primary cultured rat hepatocytes.
1. Putrescine and spermidine content increased in hepatocytes during culture. In the presence of 10 microM Berenil, putrescine content was further increased, while the increase of spermidine was prevented. 2. Ornithine decarboxylase activity was markedly reduced, and to a lesser extent also S-adenosylmethionine decarboxylase activity. 3. Berenil appears to promote an increase in the transformation of spermidine into putrescine, and to inhibit the polyamine efflux.